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                       JOINT  PRESS RELEASE
Global Health Leaders in Africa to Focus on Progress against Malaria

Leaders from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, United Nations Special Envoy on Malaria, and World Health Organization, Travel to Tanzania and Uganda 

DAR ES SALAAM,  - Dr. Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health Organization, Mr. Ray Chambers, the United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Malaria, and Dr. Tachi Yamada, President of the Global Health Program at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, have begun a visit to Tanzania and Uganda to review the progress that has been  made in malaria control and to better understand the remaining challenges in areas with high levels of malaria. 

The WHO Regional Director for Africa, Dr Luis G. Sambo, will be part of the delegation during the visit to Tanzania.

There is new momentum, hope and progress in the global fight against malaria. New resources and commitment are showing results and more people have access to effective malaria control tools. In a number of African countries, such as Tanzania, there have been significant reductions in malaria disease and deaths. 

The leaders will visit urban and rural health centers focused on fighting malaria, and hold discussions with local malaria experts. With this trip, they hope to develop a deeper understanding of the progress made and the challenges that remain towards achieving malaria goals. 

 “By meeting the Secretary-General’s goal of ensuring universal access to malaria prevention tools in endemic countries by the end of 2010, the goal of a world without malaria deaths by 2015 can be achieved,” said Mr. Ray Chambers, United Nations Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Malaria. “But this progress can only occur with the full commitment of leadership at the country level.”

“Primary health care is  a key element in controlling malaria,” said Dr. Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health Organization. “There is great need for accessible, adequate health infrastructure and sustained long-term investment in malaria control.”

“We’ve seen promising results in many areas of malaria control,” said Dr. Tachi Yamada, President of Global Health Program for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. “If we are to make even further headway against this terrible disease, we need better use of existing tools, as well as new research.”

The partners’ long-term goal is to end malaria deaths, which can be achieved if we step up funding, pursue innovative financing approaches, strengthen health systems and accelerate research and development.

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Guided by the belief that every life has equal value, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation works to help all people lead healthy, productive lives. In developing countries, it focuses on improving people’s health and giving them the chance to lift themselves out of hunger and extreme poverty. In the United States, it seeks to ensure that all people – especially those with the fewest resources – have access to the opportunities they need to succeed in school and life.  Based in Seattle, Washington, the foundation is led by CEO Jeff Raikes and Co-chair William H. Gates Sr., under the direction of Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett. Learn more at www.gatesfoundation.org. 

For broadcast-quality footage, high-resolution still photography, and information about the foundation’s work, please visit: www.gatesfoundation.org/press-room/Pages/news-market.aspx.

United Nations Secretary General's Special Envoy for Malaria

 Mr. Chambers is a philanthropist and humanitarian, and since February, 2008, has been serving as the United Nations Secretary-General’s first Special Envoy for Malaria. In this capacity, he is committed to achieving the Secretary-General’s goal of ensuring universal access to malaria prevention tools in all endemic countries by the end of 2010, with the ultimate goal of achieving near zero preventable malaria deaths by 2015.

Most of his other efforts have been directed towards children. He is the Founding Chairman of the Points of Light Foundation and co-founded, with Colin Powell, America’s Promise Alliance. Mr. Chambers is Co-Founder of the National Mentoring Partnership, and Founding Chairman of both The Millennium Promise Alliance and Malaria No More.

Mr. Chambers is also the Founding Chairman of the New Jersey Performing Arts Center and is a member of the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation He is the former Chairman of Wesray Capital Corporation, which he co-founded with William E. Simon.
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The World Health Organization 

The World Health Organization (WHO )is the directing and coordinating authority for health within the United Nations system. It is responsible for providing leadership on global health matters, shaping the health research agenda, setting norms and standards, articulating evidence-based policy options, providing technical support to countries and monitoring and assessing health trends.

Media Contacts

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

media@gatesfoundation.org / +1.206.709.3400
WHO Country Office in Tanzania +255 2113005/2111718
wrtan@tz.afro.who.int 

United Nations Secretary General's Special Envoy for Malaria 

212-307-2527

info@malariaenvoy.com
OFFICE OFTHE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S SPECIAL ENVOY FOR MALARIA























